Please, do NOT put passwords on devices in Packet Tracer so that your labs can be graded without issue. In order to receive credit, you MUST use the version of Packet Tracer in the course. This is the license we are authorized to use. If a module says it is expired during installation, this is okay, simply hit "okay" and continue to progress through the installation. This version works with Windows 7-10 just fine. Finally, please include the Cisco configurations of your primary routers and switches. You do not need to include duplicate configurations, just unique in your appendixes.

This project requires attention from day one of the class for good reason. The undergraduate version of this project for reference has well over 16 routers alone in the Packet Tracer solution to meet minimum requirements and this is a shortened version. This is routers, not the other devices, and is necessary for a network of this size. The graduate expectation is higher, you have had many more years of experience than our undergraduate students. You should be working through the practice labs and your initial Packet Tracer lab beginning the first week of class. We give you as much time as we can for phase one so please do not submit this late due to poor planning. Phase two is only two weeks after as you build upon phase one, again, please plan accordingly.   

The Cisco textbook is meant to assist with the class projects. Given the necessary software used in the projects, students should start on this project during module/week 1 to assure their environment is working properly. Mac users and windows users may need an additional operating system or virtual machine (VM) to complete the project. Mac users must run Boot Camp, VMware, VirtualBox or an alternative VM software to run windows in order to install Cisco Packet Tracer. As IT professionals, we must learn how to troubleshoot and work with multiple operating systems in virtual environments. Search for "Liberty University IT Marketplace" to find access to Microsoft Imagine, which has Windows operating systems for students. For further help you can also contact the Liberty IT Helpdesk. The IT helpdesk includes many of our excellent IT students that are well versed in VM installs. Alternatively, you may want to purchase an inexpensive windows laptop for this Master's program if you do not want to run a VM consistently.
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