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Project Part 1: How to install Ubuntu on VirtualBox 

Step 1: Download latest Ubuntu desktop installation disk image (.iso file). You can go to 

the Ubuntu download page  (https://www.ubuntu.com/download/desktop) and 

download Ubuntu Desktop as a very large file. Click on the green Download button (click 

or skip giving a donation), and then download the .iso file. At the time of this writing the 

latest version was Ubuntu 14.04.1, however, downloading other versions should be 

similar.   

Note: make sure you download the appropriate version of Ubuntu disk image for your computer. 

i.e., if you are running a 64-bit Windows operating system, then you should download 64-bit 

Ububtu. 

 

Step 2: After downloading the .iso file, launch the VirtualBox from the Windows Start 

menu, click on New to create a new virtual machine. When the New Virtual Machine 

Wizard appears… 

https://www.ubuntu.com/download/desktop
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Type a name for the new virtual machine (you can name it anything). However, since you 

are planning to install Ubuntu, you might want to name it 'ubuntu1404'. Note that 

VirtualBox automatically changes 'Type' to Linux and 'Version' to 'Ubuntu (64 bit)'. These 

two options are exactly what we need. Then click “Next” 
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Step 3: Next, you need to select memory size. The VirtualBox will try to guess how much 

of your memory (or RAM) to allocate for the virtual machine. If you have 1 GB or less of 

RAM, I would advise you stick with the recommendation. If, however, you have over 1 

GB, about a quarter of your RAM or less should be fine. For example, if you have 2 GB of 

RAM, 512 MB is fine to allocate. If you have 4 GB of RAM, 1 GB is fine to allocate. If you 

have no idea what RAM is or how much of it you have, just go with the default. The idea 

is the more RAM you allocate for your VM, the better it would run, but make sure you 

leave some RAM for your host operating system as well.  

 

Click "Next" 
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Step 4: Create new virtual hard disk. If this is your first time using VirtualBox (which it 

probably is if you need a tutorial on how to use it), then you do want to Create new hard 

disk, then accept the default option and click Create. 

 

 

Accept the default and Click Next.  
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Step 5: Theoretically, a dynamically expanding virtual hard drive is best, because it'll 

take up only what you actually use. But, selecting this option may fill up your hard 

drive as you install more and more software. So I would actually recommend picking a 

Fixed-size storage. 
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Ubuntu's default installation is less than 5 GB. If you plan on adding software or 

downloading large files in your virtualized Ubuntu, you should allocate more space for 

these software. You should deceide how much you harddrive space you want to 

allocate for this VM based on your available space on your local harddrive. If you do 

not know, use the default suggestion form virtual box.   

 

Click 'Create' button and VirtualBox will generate Ubuntu virtual machine. This is 

actually just a very large file that lives inside of your Windows installation. 

 

 

 

Now the new virtual machine is created. However, the new virtual macchine is 

currently blank/empty. We now need to install Ubuntu in this virtual machine.  
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Select your new virtual machine and click 'Settings' button. Click on 'Storage' category 

and then 'Empty' under Controller:IDE. Click "CD/DVD" icon on right hand side and 

select the ubuntu ISO file to mount. 

 

 

Choose the perviosly downloaded Ubuntu ISO file for this step:  
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Once you've selected it, click OK.  
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VirtualBox may pop up a message about 'Auto capture keyboard' option. Read the 

message there and check 'Do not show this message again' option before clicking OK. 
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Install Ubuntu   

Back to Oracle VM VirtualBox Manager, click on the new Ubuntu virtual machine and 

hit 'Start' button. Now you shall see a 'Welcome' screen. Click 'Install Ubuntu' button. 

Note that the installation process may differ a little bit from version to version. The 

screenshots here are based on Ubuntu 14.04.1. 

 

 

 

Select Install Ubuntu  
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Click Continue  
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Make sure 'Erase disk and install Ubuntu' option is selected and click 'Install Now' 

button. 
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Ubuntu will ask you a few questions. If the default is good, click 'Continue' button. Otherwise, 

select appropriate options. 
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In 'Who are you?' dialog, enter your preferred name, username and password. Note 

that this user will have root/sudo privilege. Click 'Continue' button. 
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The installation will continue until it is finished.  
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After installation is complete, click 'Restart Now' button. When you see a screen with a 

black background saying 'Please remove installation media and close the tray (if any) 

then press ENTER:', just follow it. 
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Enter the password you have chosen and press 'Enter'.  

 

 

The Ubuntu Desktop OS is ready.   
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Afterwards, in order to use your virtualized installation (instead of continually booting 

the live CD), double-check that the CD/DVD Device entry is Empty again. 

 

 

 

 

 


